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Report Overview

State of NYC Dance 2023: Findings from the Dance Industry Census, is Dance/NYC’s most recent sector-wide study. It
includes a first-of-its-kind effort to gather a critical mass of information on the economic realities of individuals and entities
working in the sector, to better understand their relationships to one another, and to more accurately capture their stories. 

The Dance Industry Census engaged significant proportions of individual workers and entities through survey submissions:
about 27% of the estimated 6,000 dance workers and 23% of the estimated 1,700 entities. In addition to survey input, nearly
250 dance workers provided input at seven in-person and two virtual roundtable events. The study was also supported by two
advisory groups: The Dance Workforce Resilience 2022 Task Force and the 2023 DWR Advisory Group.

The report reveals that the NYC dance industry is contending with systemic inequity, changing audience participation, and
ever-evolving revenue models. Despite a level of fragility, dance workers, organizations, groups, projects, and businesses
continue to create and share work with audiences and participants via many means, benefiting from strong connections to
education and health sectors. Passionate dance workers persist in a project-based, freelance world, caught between opposing
societal forces, navigating pandemic challenges, and enduring financial insecurity.

https://hub.dance.nyc/


Download Report Files

The report has been fully optimized to work with screen readers and other assistive technologies. To access these
accessibility features, we recommend downloading the PDF and using Adobe Acrobat for full functionality.

Review the report online � Download

Additional Downloads

Executive Summary � Download
Key Findings (pdf) � Download
Key Findings (text only version) � Download
Vision Summary � Download
Taking Action � Download

Data Overview (living document)

Report Prepared by

Carrie Blake, Senior Consultant & Research Director, Webb Mgmt, and Alejandra Duque Cifuentes, ADC Consulting in
collaboration with Dance/NYC staff.

Funders

Dance/NYC’s State of NYC Dance 2023: Findings from the Dance Industry Census was made possible with leadership funding
from the Mellon Foundation, The New York Community Trust, the Doris Duke Foundation, and the Mertz Gilmore Foundation,
and is supported, in part, by the New York State Council on the Arts, with the support of Gov. Kathy Hochul and the New York
State Legislature.

Dance/NYC’s Dance Industry Census Roundtable Discussion Series is supported, in part, by public funds from The New York
City Department Of Cultural Affairs in partnership with The City Council and by Con Edison.
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Comments and Recommendations

The value of this research, as a tool to guide policy and fund development and to improve management practices, will be
measured best by its application—the dialogue, creative problem solving, and action it generates to address inequities in
dance and move the art form forward. Dance/NYC wants to know what you recommend and invites you to weigh in, using
Instagram, Facebook, X (Twitter) or email.

  

info@dance.nyc

https://www.instagram.com/dance.nyc/%20
https://www.facebook.com/DanceNYCorg
https://twitter.com/dancenyc
mailto:info@dance.nyc


Related Research

Coronavirus Dance Impact Information Brief – A Dance Sector in Peril (March 2021)
Defining “Small-Budget” Dance Makers in a Changing Dance Ecology (October 2020)
State of NYC Dance and Workforce Demographics (October 2016)

https://www.dance.nyc/programs/research/2021/03/Coronavirus-Dance-Impact-Information-Brief-A-Dance-Sector-in-Peril-/
https://www.dance.nyc/programs/research/2020/10/Defining-Small-Budget-Dance-Makers-in-a-Changing-Dance-Ecology/
https://www.dance.nyc/programs/research/2016/10/State-of-NYC-Dance-and-Workforce-Demographics/
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