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Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels and NYU Skirball present the North American premiere of SOMNOLE. In this rare solo performance
by Boris Charmatz, the award-winning French dancer, choreographer, and Artistic Director of Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch, explores the
idea of somnolence — the feeling of being on the brink of sleep.

Known for his large-scale, group performances, for this piece he distills his choreography into the minimalist form of a dance solo.  In a score
comprised only of whistling, melodies surface, blend, and break apart. The nature of the relationship between the sound and the movement
constantly shifts from deliberate to halting, hazy to insightful. Like a body seeking sleep, Charmatz invents a form of insomniac dance where
hypnotic rhythms and gestures bring the audience to the frontier between wakefulness and sleep.

French choreographer Boris Charmatz is widely celebrated for his radical approach to contemporary dance. Dancer, choreographer, and
creator of experimental projects, Charmatz subjects dance to formal constraints which redraw the field of possibilities. From 2009 to 2018, he
directed the Muse ́e de la danse – Centre Chore ́graphique National de Rennes et de Bretagne. In January 2019, he founded [terrain], in
partnership with le phe ́nix, sce ̀ne nationale in Valenciennes, the Lille Opera and the Amiens Maison de la Culture. Boris Charmatz is also an
associate artist of Charleroi Danse in Belgium. He became director of the Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch in Germany, in September
2022.

SOMNOLE is part of the Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels Festival in New York.

 

NYU Skirball is located in the heart of Greenwich Village, historically a center of resistance, dissent and free thinking. NYU Skirball’s programing
reflects this history and embraces today’s renegade artists and companies, presenting works that aim to engage, provoke and inspire
audiences. NYU Skirball is NYC’s home for cutting-edge performance, artistic research, and discourse, holding close to James Baldwin’s
dictum that “artists are here to disturb the peace.” The 800-seat theater provides a home for internationally renowned artists, innovators, and
thinkers and presents ground-breaking events ranging from re-inventions of the classics to cutting-edge premieres, in genres ranging from
dance, theater and performance arts to comedy, music and film.

 

TICKETS

Tickets are $40 and can be purchased online, by visiting the box office in person, Tuesday – Saturday from 12:00 pm -  6:00 pm, or by
calling 212.998.4941. NYU Skirball is located at 566 LaGuardia Place at Washington Square, New York, New York 10012. www.nyuskirball.org. 

 

NYU Skirball’s programs are made possible in part with support from the National Endowment for the Arts; the New York State Council on the
Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature; and by Howard Gilman Foundation; FUSED (French
U.S. Exchange in Dance), a program of FACE Foundation in partnership with Villa Albertine; General Delegation of the Government of Flanders
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Schedule
October 28, 2023: 7:30pm
October 29, 2023: 3:00pm

to the USA; Collins Building Services; Korean Cultural Center New York, Marta Heflin Foundation; Harkness Foundation for Dance; as well as
our valued donors through memberships, commissioning, and Stage Pass Fund support.
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