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Tuesday, April 12, 2011

$155 million for NEA in Final Budget Bill

By Americans for the Arts

 
This morning, the House Appropriations Committee publicly released the final budget agreement for FY 2011 negotiated by President Obama
with House and Senate leaders, which includes $155 million in funding for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). This represents a cut of
$12.5 million from the FY 2010 enacted level of $167.5 million, which is significantly better than the previous House-approved level of $124.4
million. Also included in this bill is $25.5 million in funding for the Arts in Education programs at the U.S. Department of Education, which had
been zeroed-out in a previous continuing resolution. This compromise legislation is set to go to the House floor later this week before moving
on to the Senate for final approval.

Earlier this year, the House of Representatives had passed legislation that would have reduced NEA funding by 26 percent and faced threats
of terminating the agency. Americans for the Arts President and CEO Robert Lynch noted in a press statement: "Americans for the Arts is
heartened by the final FY2011 federal budget levels for the nation’s cultural agencies, which reflect a more sensible and proportionate funding
cut of 7.5 percent to the National Endowments for the Arts and the Humanities. While we firmly believe that the nation would be better served
with a more robust investment in nonprofit arts and cultural organizations in communities across the country, we acknowledge the constraints
of the current budget. We are also pleased that the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the Smithsonian Institution did not incur any
cuts."
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