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What is Advocacy?
Advocacy is defined as any action that speaks in favor of, recommends, argues for a cause, supports or
defends, or pleads on behalf of others. Advocates express public support for or recommendation of a
particular cause or policy to promote equality, social justice, and human rights. Individuals, organizations, and
coalitions can all advocate on many different levels, from self advocacy to legislative advocacy on the local,
state, and federal levels.

Why get involved?
Public policy has direct impacts on the lives and livelihoods of all people. Legislators at local, state, and
federal levels are elected to represent the needs and interests of their constituents, including you and your
community. Arts and culture workers, and nonprofit organizations have specific sets of concerns and interests
that must be raised in order to be addressed.

Where do I start?
1. Find your cause: There are many ways that public policy directly impacts dance workers: from jobs to

taxes, healthcare, housing, and more.

2. Find your partners: Join or build partnerships and coalitions. Dance workers can amplify their voices
by engaging with artists across disciplines, nonprofit organizations, and freelance workers across
industries. Advocacy coalitions often distribute public sign-on letters, run email or phone campaigns,
and organize activities like marches, protests, or demonstrations.

3. Find your moment: Timing is important for advocacy. Find out when your local, state, and federal
hearings and elections are, including primaries and special elections. Plan advocacy activities around
these moments of increased public awareness.

4. Find and contact your representatives: Identify your state and local representatives and familiarize
yourself with their policy platform, committee positions, and bill endorsements. Call, email, or tweet
your reps to advocate for a specific cause or piece of legislation. Share your message with others to
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spread the word. You can create, copy, or customize letter templates and call scripts so your advocacy
connects with others.

○ https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
○ https://www.commoncause.org/find-your-representative/

5. Activate your platform: You can take action by submitting oral and/or written testimony to local, state,
and federal legislatures. Find the schedule of public hearings relevant to your cause and use your
voice to bring attention directly to legislators.

How do I Give Testimony?

New York City Council: Virtual testimony

Members of the public can sign up to testify at virtual public hearings via Zoom Web and/or via Phone at least
24 hours in advance of the hearing. Written testimony can be submitted up to 72 hours after the hearing has
been adjourned.

For questions about accessibility or to request additional accommodations, please contact the EEO Officer at
EEOOfficer@council.nyc.gov, or call (212) 788-6936 at least three (3) business days before the hearing.

If you need non-English language interpretation, please email translationservice@council.nyc.gov at least five
(5) business days before the hearing. Please include the following information in your email:

● Date and title of the hearing
● Your full name, telephone number, and email address

For all other questions about hearings, email hearings@council.nyc.gov.

Notes on testifying:
● The committee will call your name when it’s your turn to speak.
● Each speaker will have 2-3 minutes to speak. There will be a count-down clock in the corner of the

screen showing how much time you have left.
● Interpreters will be available and speakers using interpretation will have extra time.
● You can read from written testimony or just speak from the heart. Even if you don’t read testimony, you

should think about the things you want to say in advance.
● If you’d like to be added to a list to have someone from USBnyc text or call you when your name has

been called, email contact@nycartc.com

New York City Council: In person testimony
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If you plan to participate in a hearing, please bring twenty (20) copies double-sided of your written testimony
to the hearing.

The entrance to the hearing and restrooms are fully accessible. For questions about accessibility or to request
additional accommodations please contact Nicole Benjamin (NBenjamin@council.nyc.gov or 212-482-5176)
at least 72 hours before the hearing.

Please be advised that all individuals entering City Hall must adhere to the following COVID-19 safety
protocols:

1. Properly wear a face covering at all times while in City Hall;
2. Maintain physical distancing of 6 feet from others at all times except when not feasible in limited

circumstances; and
3. Complete a screening questionnaire for COVID-19 infection, exposure, and symptoms prior to entering

the building.

New York State Assembly

Visit the NY State Assembly Standing Committee Public Hearing Calendar. Note that not all hearings are
open to the public. In fact, most bills in New York never receive a public hearing at all. You can still share your
opinion by sending testimony to the committee chair or to your representative, who will send it to members of
the committee. Testimony will be even more impactful if it’s sent from a coalition group.

For hearings that are open to the public, select the “View Public Hearing Notice” button to access and
complete the Public Hearing Reply Form for the hearing in question. Relevant contact points and information
for submission, assistance, and accessibility services are available in the form.

Where Can I Find More Resources?

● Dance/NYC Advocacy news & events and Advocacy Resources
●   Find Your Representatives with Common Cause
● Join Americans for the Arts’ Arts Action Fund
● Download this Lobby Guide from Be An Arts Hero
● Download this Hearing Testimony Template from Nonprofit New York
● Advocacy Tools from the National Dance Education Organization
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